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MARCAHET and IVu-r Campbell sat on 
the front step in the warm afternoon ran 

the hhie-gm-n u;,i,t- ..I Shdllisli Bin. Pah,. 
fronds on the front lawn rattled in the breeze. 
making :i timl ol ^'iitlf .mompaninient for 

Ini-lhiiitin-iiJ l.tnUh.T and sister. 
Margaret rebalanced the pod of paper on 

her kiici- and idlv unit:, knot! Ikt pi'iitil poml 
■villi hn Mini], junk I. ui : .;iii' Shi- ii'.;hca\ "Lid !r 



Billy . . 



^'llhove 



hltnl' MLp-'l. full .'^'n I. I.HIt what?" 

"Can't you see I'm trying to think?" asked 
her brother. "And qui I using jn^rr all the lime. 
You're in a rut," he added. > bit impatiently. 
■' ' omment, checked 



for t! 
Christ 
had dec 



i hundn 



■ I.ii^iiici .,, 

cjoiirivi-.T 

ireful sa 



11 their 



g All 



but liitle billv's gilt had been pui 

"Mom . . . epe, S ne . . . J3.79. Dad . . . slipper 
. . . S2.S3, James . . . S2.I10 in money toward hi 
new- bike. Mary Ellen ... rag doll . . . $1.95 
Then followed Grandmother. Crandfalhei 
Aunt Agalha and Uncle Dan. And at the ver 

ias Utile Billy, the youngs) Campbell 



[\i!-t the ii.illitfls ami dlthi'l .> 
i!i»Hnnti. I think he's ill." 
"He must be, agreed Pet 



b.ickvaul m l>b'L.Trnhi'r He s mode up his miiK 

he just wil have Christinas, 'ilw pom lillh 
fellow is ail confuted." 

"Mom's right. Sis. Yesterriai morning -'her 
I told him tlial Christmas will lid he here Ihi' 
very week, fir glared at me Lot \n» kr.ou-.' f" 

"I want to go. too." little brother pleaded 

Jam« pried Billy's fingers olf bis arm ane 
lurried to Margaret and Peter. "I wish you'd 
cstplsin in him that Ive business to attend K 



t- hnsfcci „■ I™ 



"began 
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] last time. Thai old bike 
cgan to tremble. 

les is going lo have a new 

got the first ride on it?" 
is heels and winked up at 
i him smile. 

nn, than anger reddened 
losuell thing." he blurted. 

With [hat. he matched 



it the I 






1* 



imply placi 
■ "Where s Billy?" Dnd asked. 

Nobody knew. Peter remembered the lost 
lie had seen of him— little brother running 
around the comet of tile house toward [he 



"What 



. crying. 



a he « 



irying a 



?r going to be Christmas i 
it," said Mother. "l"thinli 



,ns lie picked up .j dil. ■ pi'l. L [. Mue'rlu from [be 
grass, lie llloiinUi! II .Li i.l '^.r.l 1 ring ihiwn 

; WaterStreetlollieuilice ot 'theJuuniiri to. pick 
' up his papers. 

"I'd heller help Mmn •Mln supper."' M:n- 
ipret amiouiieed. as she got up. "Maybe well 
think of a gift for Billy before tomorrow." she 
added vaguely. TVi'i. pulling her pad mid 
toencil in a pocket of her skirt, she went inside. 
I Kter strolled to the backyard to take a look 
' " tropical fish. While he ■ " 



i. lies j iiiili;i lily cried his cye-s o 



J, little i 



of the 
to feed 



ought to lie huppy. be- 
hold of Billy. 'That's 



Ld disappeared an 



. sp.ukhng ML 



■ found. The 
I. And by now 






The Campbells scattered in 

Jami. ]ihI.;:i.t1 swiftly nmaid High S 
while Mjrspuul and Peler raced down V 
.MimI lo^.irii lie' i-enlei ol In.vn. IJ.nl 
Mem. li-jiiul.!,i-:ii riled up and drum 111.- s 
skipping lnse:ni [he waters of the Bay. 

"Oh. dear Cod, don "I let him be hurl." 
garet kept praying as she ran. 

"I'll look on the pier." Peter tr.1,1 hen 
turned on lo a long wharf that ran out int 
Lined with popcorn st 






,ed,>ekw 



the i 



I, panting, up the bluff tc 
s department stores, res 
theaters. She asked evcryt 

Ih brown hair and brow 
nose. But no one had see 
euied lo be lost. No one i 
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■were gay Infant in -the 

m ? iinsrJ- gently. I! was 



lackages. were hum lop „;„( 
i M.iljyirt hti.pped and heir. 



ilreauyijChristm 
it high.li pitched with ■ 
ereis the Babv Jesus. Andr 



ebebV Sl.etu 








Muriiislt-v . 
















iwcluws ul ,-.. 


v.. 




Al 



ing way to the dee,,- 



Xouiil.v, Billv. 


The 






child's hand. "Say 


prayei 






don't 






Got Christ™** wu 








and sandj. sod wsn 




Ullislm,,, 


both of youf" 










me in 




; Billy hn„ 






and 




worried, Besides, it 


y.n ., 


ypa 


Ll.ll.>]- 



.mini-Ink., Ill, 

'How did 

Billv?- die on 



I ifraidT The little v, 

Kllyj. 

nil happen to cui.ie 

is voice persisted. 



iflrel, treading cautiously, moved close 
to see a young, brown-robed mous.. 
i unpacking the figure., for the Christ- 
fa. A little bo; in a blue suit sal beside 



'«».,■.,■..,,,■ Bill,? V.h 

li.-t?' she a sk«l. a* ,],,.<«,!, hii, 
■I wasn't lost. Mommy. I wa! h 

True. Billv' hod found Christ 
the morning nf Hie big day. m 

in III.- r ■; l rrij l h..|| li.iriM M „„ n } 
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A FEW MINUTES LATER. 


' A POOR EXCUSE / 1 ( YES, SIB. ) 
SF HERE ML THE EflWFERf ) THANK YE, ( 
\ THE NEXT DAY.' ) [ SIR.' ) 


stOT««[gps;si r 


hi 






AFTER A SOLITARY- DINNER! SCROOGE 


-JL. | | [goheJpoom/pooh/} 


|H IfcwcLFy's face// 
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